The Aquifer originates in the northern Rathdrum
Prairie. The groundwater flows south, until it
reaches the Coeur d’ Alene area, where it turns
westerly to the Spokane Valley. Flow in the
Aquifer is increasing along this portion, as water
from the surrounding watersheds percolates into
the ground. With the exception of water that
discharges from the Aquifer into the river, most
of the groundwater continues west towards the
City of Spokane.
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As the Spokane River flows out
of Coeur d’ Alene Lake portions
(reaches) of the river lose water
to the Aquifer as water percolates
out of the river bottom, and other
river reaches gain water from the
Aquifer as shown on page 15.
During the summer months when
the flow out of Coeur d’Alene Lake
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The water then turns to the north and
flows under the city until it comes
out of the ground (discharges) in the
area along the Little Spokane River.
During this journey from the state
line to the discharge along the Little
Spokane River, the Aquifer gains
about 350 cubic feet per second of
water from local watersheds.

Using the groundwater as a water supply affects not only the
amount of water in the Aquifer, but also the flow in the Spokane
River. When flow in the river is lowered, fish and wildlife habitat
can be affected. Human water use is also part of the water cycle,
and all parts of the water cycle are connected. The future quality
of life in this region depends on our awareness of the water cycle
and on the knowledge that what happens in one part of the cycle
may affect another part of the cycle.
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